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This article discusses the critical role of the social sphere in the development of Uzbekistan during the 

transition to a legal state and democratic society based on market relations. It emphasizes the state's 

measures to create favorable living conditions through healthcare, education, social insurance, and 

access to basic utilities. The article also analyzes the complex social challenges that arose during the 

last years of the Soviet era and the urgent need for social policy reforms in the early years of 

independence. Despite difficulties, Uzbekistan managed to control the situation faster than many other 

former Soviet republics and implemented effective strategies for the social protection of the 

population.ues within social relations. The study highlights that, compared to other countries, 

Uzbekistan managed to stabilize the situation relatively quickly through the implementation of 

appropriate measures. 
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In our country, which is on the path to establishing a legal state and a democratic society based on market 

relations, one of the key priorities for improving the population’s standard of living is the development 

of the social sector. This is because human interests are realized primarily through advancements in the 

social sphere. The social sector, in its literal sense, includes the creation of favorable living conditions 

through access to healthcare, public education, social insurance, social security, as well as the provision 

of clean air, safe drinking water, natural gas, and other essential services. To this end, the state has 

implemented a wide range of measures aimed at developing the social sector to enhance the quality of 

life and ensure social well-being. The significant achievements and results of recent years have enabled 

steady growth in both the income levels and overall welfare of the population, while also facilitating the 

successful execution of large-scale social programs. During the final years of the Soviet era, Uzbekistan 

experienced a difficult and complex social situation, with major issues evident in social relations. 

However, in comparison to other countries, the Republic of Uzbekistan was able to quickly stabilize the 

situation and implement necessary reforms. Many initiatives planned at the former Soviet Union level 

were not fulfilled. For instance, the Resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Uzbekistan 

No. 275 from 1990, titled “On Improving the Supply of Drinking Water and Natural Gas to the 

Population,” was largely not implemented.  That  is  why,  at  the  initial  stage  of  reforms,  in  the  

difficult  period  of  reforming  the economy and the entire society, conducting a strong social policy 

and ensuring social protection of thepopulation  was  urgent  as  one  of  the  most  important,  priority  

tasks.  Under  such  circumstances, measures were taken to consistently implement this problem. First 

of all, prices were liberalized, and the  minimum  and  average  income  levels  of  the  population  were  

regularly  increased.  Secondly,  the protection of the domestic consumer market, the preservation of the 

main types of food and non-food products  at  a  certain  level  provided  social  protection  for  the  

population.  In  the  Lower  Amudarya region,  on  the  eve  of  independence,  the  social  problems  of  
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the  population  became  more  and  more acute.  In  particular,  it  has  become  difficult  to  provide  

residents  with  housing,  provide  them  with medical care, and solve the problem of employment. Since 

independence, these problems have been seriously considered at the level of state policy. In November 

1991, the Ministry of Social Security of the Republic of Uzbekistan was invited to  conduct  an in-depth  

analysis of the situation within one month and to make specific recommendations for the development 

of the sector. First of all, the tasks of carrying out pension reforms, taking care of low-income families 

and disabled people were defined. In order to ensure social protection in the educational system, 

additional funds of 50 soums per month were temporarily allocated to students from the regions. In 

providing financial assistance to families in need,  the  use  of  opportunities  of  the  neighborhood  

institute,  which  is  a  unique  structure  of  selfmanagement, has fully justified itself. As the President 

of the Republic of Uzbekistan I.A. Karimov noted,  "implementing  market  reforms,  developing  

entrepreneurship,  providing  employment  to  the population, filling the consumer market, developing 

social infrastructure networks, increasing people's material well-being and strong social protection of 

the population attention was paid to solving issues by local authorities and citizens' self-governance 

bodies. After all, taking into account the role of the neighborhood in the centuries-old social and cultural 

life of the Uzbek people, on September 12, 1992, the President "On the establishment of the Republic 

"Neighborhood" charity fund", on October 8, 1992 " According to the published decrees of the Republic 

"On Allocation of Funds to the Mahalla Charity Fund", as the simplest, most effective and transparent 

means of providing social assistance, assistance began to be provided through the neighborhood citizens' 

meeting. As social issues affect the economic development as an important factor of the country's 

development, the continuous implementation of social reforms is a vital need of any society, and the 

reform of this area is focused on:  

➢ creation of workplaces for the able-bodied;  

➢ providing  allowances  to  the  disabled,  disabled  and  other  socially  vulnerable  groups  of  the  

➢ population;  

➢ ensuring a decent standard of living on the basis of income or allowance from work;  

➢ provision of accommodation, cultural-household, health care services at a minimum level;  

➢ Formation of a modern skilled labor force.  

In  the  period  under  study,  the  indicator  of  paid  services  in  the  territory  of  the  Republic  of  

Karakalpakstan  in  1991  was  129.0  million.  amounted  to  9,958.6  million  soums  by  2001.  equal  

to soum. If these indicators are analyzed for Khorezm region, in 1991, 152.1 mln. if it was soums, in  

2001 it was 15,932.8 million. equal to soum. During this period, significant works were carried out on 

the construction of social sphere objects. For example, in the Republic of Karakalpakstan in 1992, capital 

funds spent on housing construction at the expense  of  the  state  amounted  to  31,647,000  soums,  and  

funds  spent  on  the  construction  of  the Tuyamoyin-Nukus water network amounted to 76,000,000 

soums. In 1995, the amount of funds spent for this purpose amounted to 109,445,000 soums for housing 

and communal construction purposes, and  66,928,000  soums  for  the  construction  of  the  Tuyamo'yin-

Nukus  water  network.  In  the  LowerAmudarya region, the total area of houses commissioned from 

all sources was 235,000 square meters in  the  Republic  of  Karakalpakstan  and  273,000  square  meters  

in  the  Khorezm  region  in  1995.  By 2001, these indicators were 342,000 square meters meters and 

equaled 531 thousand square meters. If these indicators are compared to the indicators for the Republic 

of Uzbekistan, the total area of houses built in the territory at the expense of all sources was 10.2% of 

the republic in 1995 and 12.3% in 2001. In 1996, in Karakalpakstan, 9067.0 thousand soums were 

allocated for the capital repair of the housing fund, and 13641.0 thousand soums were allocated for the 

maintenance of drainage facilities. additional  4658.5  thousand  soums  were  allocated.  By  1995,  

there  were  588  rural  schools  in  the Republic of Karakalpakstan, of which 134 were located in adapted 
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buildings, and 34 were in a state of disrepair. That is why in this period great attention was paid to the 

construction of new modern type general education buildings. In particular, the indicators of launching 

general education schools in the Lower  Amudarya  region  were  3.2  thousand  in  Karakalpakstan  in  

1995;  In  2001,  there  were  0.7 thousand pupils, and in Khorezm region in 1995, 5.3 thousand; In 

2001, 1,500 students got places. If it is taken in relation to the indicators of the Republic of Uzbekistan, 

the indicators of starting general education  schools  in  the  region  were  17.42%  of  the  republic  in  

1995  and  8.18%  in  2001.  In Karakalpakstan, by the end of 1996, the number of schools providing 

in-depth education reached 168 (31 in 1991). In 2000, in the Republic of Karakalpakstan, 7 vocational 

colleges for 5,250 students and residences  with  1,270  beds  were  put  into  use  based  on  the  national  

personnel  training  program.  In 1992,  4.81  soums  were  spent  on  one  student  studying  in  extended  

groups  in  Khorezm  region,  and 19.09 soums were spent on boarding schools. In 1994, a total of 295 

thousand 446 students studied in 503 secondary schools in Khorezm region. In the same year, 4 

gymnasiums, 5 boarding lyceums, one school lyceum with 87 classes of in-depth teaching of subjects, 

regional football school established. In the first years of independence, many healthcare facilities, 

hospitals, polyclinics, maternity hospitals and residential buildings were built in the Republic of 

Karakalpakstan. Humanitarian aid was provided to  the  inhabitants  of  the  island,  and  hospitals  and  

polyclinics  began  to  use  such  supplies.  In  1992, delivery of free medicines to healthcare facilities 

in Karakalpakstan was 2.9 times more than planned. If we pay attention to the processes related to 

improving the living conditions of the population, in Khorezm  region  in  1995,  the  number  of  low-

income  families  receiving  financial  assistance  was 61,776, and the number of families receiving 

benefits until the age of 2 years was 16,178. The Decree of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan 

dated December 4, 1996 "On further strengthening of state support for families with children" was 

announced. It approved the rules on allocation of benefits to needy families with children under the age 

of 16 and differentiated payment. Since 1996, in  Karakalpakstan, disabled people and pensioners have 

had the opportunity to  receive treatment and rest in local health centers, including the Ministry of Social 

Security of the Republic of Uzbekistan in 1996 allocated 4 million dollars for the implementation of 

these goals. More than soums were allocated. In 1996, free medicines in the amount of 7,327,000 soums 

were provided to healthcare institutions  in  Khorezm  region.  In  1997,  social  security  funding  in  

Karakalpakstan  amounted  to 12,339.7 thousand soums. In Khorezm region in 1998, 758,003.0 

thousand soums were paid as social payments to women with children under 16 years of age. Also, 

175,418.7 thousand soums of material assistance was provided to low-income families. In 1999, in 

Karakalpakstan, 146,359 out of 163,645 families  with  children  under  the  age  of  16  received  

financial  assistance.  The  total  amount  of  this money is 1019.0 million. Amounted to soum. Analyzing 

the indicators related to the standard of living of the population in the region, the amount of savings of 

the population in banking institutions in 1996 in Karakalpakstan was 288.6 million. 292.8 million soums 

in Khorezm region. Equal to soum. In 1995, social security expenses in Khorezm region amounted to 

12,066,000 soums. In 1998, the amount of income  received  from  business  activities  in  the  Republic  

of  Karakalpakstan  was  114.4  million. organized soum. If this  indicator is taken in the section of cities 

and districts, in the city of Nukus 48,169 mln. soum; 10,684 million in Khojaly district. soum; 9,201 

million in Amudarya district. soum; 7,161 million in Beruni district. organized soum. In this regard, the 

lowest indicator was observed in Bozatov, Moynaq, Nukus districts. In 1999, 2.7 billion was spent on 

social protection of the population in the Republic of Karakalpakstan. soum was directed. In the field of 

social security, in 2000, 9,221 citizens of Khorezm region received state pensions, and 2,415 citizens 

received social benefits. As of January  1,  2001,  the  total  number  of  pensioners  and  social  benefits  

recipients  in  the  region  was 164,650. 5710 pensioners were paid their allowances at their workplaces, 

and the remaining 158940 state pensioners were paid a total of 23 billion during 2002. 768.9 mln. Soum 

amount was financed and full payment was achieved. The monthly pension for each pensioner was 

13,873 soums. Much attention was paid to gasification of villages and provision of drinking water to the 

population. In April 1994, 3 districts in the southern region of Karakalpakstan were connected to main 
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gas pipelines drawn from Gazli. These are Beruniy, Ellikkala, Tortkol districts, which contributed to 

reducing the volume of  natural  gas  received  from  neighboring  Turkmenistan.  In  1992-1996,  2,885  

kilometers  of  water supply network was brought from the Tuyamoyin reservoir to the settlements of 

the republic, and the level of providing the population with clean drinking water reached 59.5%. During 

these years, 16.3 kilometers  of  sewage  and  4057.5  kilometers  of  gas  networks  were  laid.  In  

connection  with  the declaration  of  1997  as  the  year  of  "Human  Interests"  in  the  Republic  of  

Uzbekistan,  territorial programs  for  the  implementation  of  the  State  Program  were  developed  in  

the  Republic  of Karakalpakstan and Khorezm region. This year, local budget revenues in 

Karakalpakstan amounted to 14,891.1 mln. Organized soum. The average monthly salary was equal to 

2805 soums. This figure was 3002.2  soums  in  Khorezm  region.  Also,  starting  from  January  1997,  

allowances  for  families  with children will be assigned by self-governing bodies of citizens, that is, 

neighborhood assemblies, taking into account the need for such allowances, and 100 percent for a family 

with 1 child, and 100 percent for a family with 3 children. 140 percent, families with 4 or more children 

will receive benefits in the amount of 175 percent.  
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