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Abstract: This article extensively covers historical sources and their types, showing the theoretical
and practical importance of studying sources in historical science. It is substantiated that various
written, material, oral, and visual sources are an important tool for a deep understanding of historical
processes, their objective assessment, and the disclosure of historical truth. The author divided the
sources into primary and secondary types, analyzing the place and possibilities of each of them in
historical research. It also discusses the formation of historical thinking, the inextricable link between
historical science and other social sciences, the methodology of historiography, and the culture of
working with sources when evaluating historical events. The article serves as a useful theoretical
foundation for students, researchers, and those interested in history.
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Input

Historical sources are a collection of written, oral, material, and visual documents containing information
about the stages of development, socio-economic systems, political events, and cultural heritage of
human society in the past. The effective use of these sources in historical research is one of the most
important methodological foundations of historiography. Analyzing sources, evaluating them based on
modern scientific criteria, interpreting them in a historical context - these are the necessary tools for
achieving historical truth. Various forms of sources have emerged in historical processes, starting from
the first stage of human history - tribal society - to slave-owning, feudal, capitalist systems and modern
industrial and post-industrial societies. Each period had its own types of sources: for example, in ancient
times, stone inscriptions and oral legends were considered the main source, while in the Middle Ages,
written monuments and diplomatic documents prevailed. In modern history, historical facts are analyzed
through digital documents, archival materials, and mass media. The process of historical formation of
historical sources, their specific features, types, and scientific and methodological foundations for their
use make it possible to consistently illuminate, study, objectively assess the past, approach historical
truth, and form historical thinking.

1. Classification and types of historical sources

In the science of historiography, sources occupy a special place in the process of revealing historical
truth, researching and analyzing past events. Historical sources are a direct or indirect product of human
activity, through which it is possible to draw scientific conclusions about the events of a certain period,
socio-political processes, cultural and spiritual life. Accordingly, historical sources are divided into
different categories depending on their content, form, and source of origin. Below are the main types of
sources accepted in historiography.
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a) Written sources.

In historiography, written sources are among the most fundamental and reliable sources. They are directly
created by man and provide direct information about events that occurred in a certain historical period,
socio-political relations, personal views, and the life of society. Written sources are divided into several
groups according to their content, purpose, and form of creation.

Official documents are legally binding documents issued officially by state bodies, rulers, or certain
official institutions. These include decrees, laws, orders, treaties, resolutions, and international
agreements. includes. For example, Amir Temur's "Tuzuki Temuriy" is an important official source
reflecting his principles of governance, military discipline, and political views. Or the decree on the
Turkestan Governor-Generalship, issued by the Russian Empire in 1867, is also an important document
illuminating the political situation of that time.

Personal documents include diaries, letters, memoirs, and recollections written by historical figures,
politicians, military figures, or ordinary people. These sources are of unique importance in studying the
inner life of their time, the emotional state and subjective views of people. For example: memoirs written
by Mashrab or Babur, Babur's work "Baburnama" embody not only historical events, but also the author's
personal life, cultural and literary views. Military diaries written by Russian officers at the end of the
19th century are also an important source for illuminating the policy and military actions carried out in
Turkestan.

Press publications, such as newspapers, magazines, and bulletins, are "reflections" of their time, through
which one can gain a rich understanding of the socio-political mood of the time, public opinion, economic
reforms, and cultural events. For example, the newspaper "Tarjimon" (Edited by Ismail Gasprinski, Issue
1, April 10, 1883) or the magazine "Shuro," published by the Jadids, widely covered the ideas of
reformism in the Muslim world at the beginning of the 20th century. The newspaper "Pravda Vostoka"
(founded on November 25, 1924), published during the Soviet period, is analyzed by historians as an
important source reflecting official policy.

Literary works - works that artistically express historical events, personalities, and the spirit of the time
- are also of great importance in historiography as written sources. They illuminate historical facts not
directly, but through images, through artistic means. For example, the works of Alisher Navoi reflect the
socio-political life of that time, the culture of the court, and the spiritual world of the people. Or Sadriddin
Ayni's "Memoirs" is evaluated as a valuable historical and artistic source showing social changes at the
beginning of the 20th century.

b) Material resources

Material or material sources are objects and monuments of historical significance, created as a result of
the material activity of humanity and preserved to this day. Such sources are an important tool for
studying various stages of human culture, its socio-economic structure, religious views, and aesthetic
taste. They mainly consist of archaeological excavations, museum exhibits, architectural monuments,
and everyday objects.

Archaeological finds are examples of material culture created in ancient times. These include burials,
dwellings, tools, figurines, ceramic items, weapons, jewelry, and other artifacts found during excavations
in various locations. For example, valuable information about urban planning, religious rituals, and
craftsmanship of the Kushan state is obtained through the Koktepa monument in the Samarkand region
or archaeological monuments such as Dalverzintepa and Ayrtam in Surkhandarya. Archaeological finds
allow us to draw scientific conclusions about the social structure of society, means of production, and
cultural values.
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Numismatic sources are coins, medals, and other monetary units of ancient and medieval times. Through
coins, one can learn about the economic system, political power, state borders, portrait art, writing
system, and even religious beliefs of that time. For example, coins from the Bactrian, Sogdian, or Kushan
periods depict rulers, state symbols, religious symbols, and Greek writing, indicating the breadth of
cultural and political ties and the existence of a multicultural environment. Also, through coins minted
during the reign of Amir Timur and the Timurids, it can be observed that a centralized economic system
existed at that time.

Architectural monuments are structures of religious, political, or cultural significance. For example, the
Registan complex in Samarkand, the Ark in Bukhara, Ichan-Kala in Khiva, or the Kukaldash Madrasah
in Tashkent represent not only the architectural style of their time, but also religious beliefs, social
hierarchy, and political power. Ancient fortresses, defensive walls, and caravanserais are also important
sources for studying economic relations, military strategies, and urban planning systems.

Clothes, weapons, and household items - clothing, weapons, jewelry, ceramic vessels, textile products,
and other household items used by ancient people - can give an idea of their daily lifestyle, customs,
professional level, and aesthetic taste. For example, the garments of Buddhist monks found at the
Fayaztepa site in Termez, or the iron swords and bows found in Khorezm, speak of the level of ancient
military craftsmanship. Household life and cultural values are also studied through ceramic vessels and
decorative ceramic items.

¢) Oral sources

Oral historical sources are a product of human memory and oral folk art. Although these sources are not
officially recorded in written form, they are passed down orally from generation to generation and
embody the historical memory, cultural values, and social consciousness of the people. Oral sources,
especially written ones, are of great importance in the study of historical periods and events in which
they are insufficiently preserved or do not exist. They are divided into three main groups:

Legends and narratives are fictional stories created by the people and passed down orally for centuries,
which are often associated with historical events, personalities, or natural phenomena. Although such
sources may be inspired by real events, they reflect the imagination, religious beliefs, and values of the
people. For example, there are many legends about Amir Temur in the territory of Uzbekistan, through
which one can see the expression of historical memory and respect formed among the people for his
personality. Also, epics such as "Alpamysh" and "Gorogly" are a product of the historical consciousness
of the people and are an important source for understanding ancient social systems, customs, and national
identity.

Songs and proverbs - songs, termas, proverbs and sayings, which are poetic forms of oral folk art, express
social life, moral values, historical experience and aesthetic taste. For example, proverbs such as "El
qudrati-chin qudrat, Vatan tuprogi-qimmat" express the people's faith in historical stability, and folk
songs sung from the heart play an important role in understanding the spirit of a particular period.
Through folk songs created during the Turkestan uprising of 1916 or the Second World War, the spiritual
state of historical periods, the experiences of the people, and their attitude to reality can be studied.

Interviews and conversations - in modern historiography, interviews and oral testimony are recognized
as a separate method. These sources are in the form of conversations with participants or witnesses of
historical events and are of great importance in illuminating the events of the 20th-21st centuries. For
example, interviews with victims of repression during the Soviet era or conversations with witnesses of
political reforms during the years of independence enrich historical thinking. Such information, collected
on the basis of the methodology of oral history, serves to study the experience of such groups as social
strata, women, workers, national minorities, which are not sufficiently covered in official history.
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1.2. Classification of sources by roots - sources used in historical research are classified according to the
nature of their origin and the period of their creation. This classification is important in determining the
scientific reliability of the source, its authenticity (whether it is an original), and what role it plays in the
research process. In general, sources are divided into the following main types:

a) Primary sources (primary or direct sources)

Sources of this type are documents and materials created during the period of the historical event or
event, directly by witnesses or participants. Such sources directly reflect the phenomenon and allow the
researcher to understand the environment, way of thinking, and socio-political situation of that time.
Primary sources include: Personal diaries and letters, official documents and decisions, court records,
photographs, maps, official statistics, archival documents, works of visual art or oral historical narratives.

b) Secondary sources (analytical or explanatory sources)

Secondary sources are works written with the aim of analyzing and explaining a certain event or period
based on a scientific approach, relying on primary sources. They process, compare, and interpret
historical facts. These sources are considered as the researcher's interpretation of historical material.
Examples include: Scientific articles, monographs, coursework and dissertations, historical analytical
books.

¢) Third-level sources (summarizing sources)

Third-level sources are generalizing information, created on the basis of existing primary and secondary
sources, having a systematic and simplified form. They are mainly intended for the general public and
are used for educational and enlightenment purposes. In sources of this type, events are usually described
in chronological order, in a simplified language. Third-level sources include: Encyclopedias, historical
dictionaries, textbooks, annotated bibliographies, chronologies, and abstracts.

Thus, the classification of sources is important in determining their historical value in scientific research,
and each level of source has its own place and function. Therefore, relying more on primary sources in
historical research increases scientific reliability, while secondary and tertiary sources enrich with context
and commentary.

2. Methodology for Selecting and Evaluating Historical Sources

The selection of historical sources in research work is one of the main and responsible stages. The chosen
source should not only be relevant to the topic, but also reliable, close to historical facts, and analytically
comprehensive. Below are the main criteria that should be considered when choosing a source:

a) Relevance to the topic - the source must be directly related to the research topic. For example, if the
research topic relates to the system of state governance during the reign of Amir Timur, then the main
sources are "Temur's Code," Sharafiddin Ali Yazdi's "Zafarnama," or the works of historians such as
Mirkhond and Khondamir. Such sources serve to deeply reveal the essence of the topic.

b) Reliability - the authenticity and reliability of the source is one of the most important factors. In this
regard, the author's personality, the period of writing, the original or copies of the source, as well as the
recognition of the scientific community are taken into account. For example, Al-Biruni's work "India"
was written in the scientific style of his time and is considered to have a high degree of reliability.

c¢) Representability - the source must fully represent the object and phenomenon of the research. This
means that the selected source should adequately reflect the main events, participants, and socio-political
context. For example, if we conduct research on social movements in Turkestan at the end of the 19th -
beginning of the 20th centuries, then the articles and treatises of reformist intellectuals who lived during
this period, such as Mahmudkhoja Behbudi, Munavvarkori Abdurashidkhanov, serve as important
representative sources.
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d) Historicity - the source must belong to the period under study or provide direct information about that
period. In this case, not modern research and secondary sources, but primary sources - written, oral,
material, or visual sources of the period in which the event occurred - are preferred. For example, in the
study of the culture of Ancient Khorezm, archaeological finds, murals, and ancient manuscripts are
considered primary historical sources.

Thus, each historical study achieves substantiated and reliable results by selecting sources suitable for
scientific analysis, corresponding to its essence. At the same time, when selecting sources, their available
copies, storage location (archives, libraries, museums), translations, and scholarly commentaries should
not be overlooked.

2.1. Main stages of source criticism Initially, in the process of scientifically researching historical
sources, their critical analysis is an important methodological stage. Source criticism is carried out in two
main directions: external and internal. These processes allow us to determine the reliability of the source
and assess the reliability of the historical information obtained through it.

a: External criticism is a step aimed at determining the appearance, conditions of creation, and
authenticity of the source. It includes the following aspects:

Determining the authenticity of the source: At this stage, it is necessary to determine the authenticity of
the source. For example, some manuscripts known as "Temur's Code" may have been rewritten in later
centuries. Scientific research assesses the authenticity of the source by determining their proximity to the
original.

Confirmation of time and place of creation: The period and geographical location of the source indicate
how it relates to historical events. For example, Ibn Arabshah's work "Ajoyib al-maqdur fi axbori Temur"
was written at the end of the 14th century, and the information about Timur in it was formed under the
influence of the environment and political conditions in which the author lived.

Copyright verification: Determining who wrote the source is an important factor in assessing its historical
reliability. Some historical works may be written by unknown authors or presented on behalf of another
person. For example, the work "Baburnama" was written by a specific author - Zahiriddin Muhammad
Babur, and its autobiographical nature increases the authenticity of the source.

Assessment of the degree of preservation of the original: It is important whether the original of the
historical source has been preserved or not, in what condition and with what edits its copies have reached
us. For example, the only surviving copy of the work "Hudud al-Alam" (from the 10th century) is
considered the main source for restoring its original content.

b: Internal criticism focuses on the content analysis of the source and includes the following steps:

Content analysis of the source: Here, the structure of information in the source, main topics, facts, and
opinions are studied. For example, in Narshakhi's work "History of Bukhara," the political and cultural
life of the city of Bukhara is described in detail, and the researcher analyzes this information by
comparing it with other sources.

Identifying the author's point of view and interests: Since each author is a child of his time, he described
historical events based on his own views. For example, Ibn Khaldun, in his work "Muqaddima," puts
forward a sociological approach to historical processes, which reflects his personal worldview.

Data reliability assessment: The facts in the source are compared with other historical sources. For
example, contradictory information about historical figures can arise between "Zafarnama" (Sharafiddin
Ali Yazdi) and "Ajoyib al-maqdur" (Ibn Arabshah), since the former glorifies Timur, and the latter takes
a critical approach.
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Understanding the context of the source: It can be correctly interpreted by understanding the social,
political, and cultural conditions in which the source is written. For example, the work "Kutadgu Bilig"
was written in the context of the Karakhanid state of the 11th century, and its political advice and moral
views correspond to the ideological requirements of that time.

3. Methods of analyzing historical sources

Analysis of historical sources is one of the most important stages of scientific research, which serves to
correctly interpret historical facts, understand the essence of the processes, and draw scientifically based
conclusions. Analysis methods are carried out in various directions: synchronic and diachronic analysis,
content analysis, as well as quantitative analysis methods.

a) Synchronic and diachronic analysis

Synchronic analysis is a method of studying a historical event over a certain period of time. Through this
approach, the researcher comprehensively analyzes the political, social, and cultural situation within a
given period. For example, when analyzing the system of state administration at the end of the 14th
century of Amir Timur's reign, the forms of government, political institutions, tax systems, or military
structures characteristic of that period are considered synchronously. This method allows for the
observation of the evolution of historical phenomena or concepts. For example, when studying the
historical development of the influence of Islam in Central Asia from the 9th to the 20th centuries, social
relations, religious views, and their influence on society in different periods are analyzed diachronically.

b) Content analysis is a method of analysis aimed at the systematic study of text-based sources, which
includes the following stages: First, in lexical analysis, the words, terms, synonyms used in the source
and their frequency are studied. For example, the frequent occurrence of such terms as "just,"
"humanitarian," "people," "modesty" in the work "Kutadgu Bilig" reflects the political and moral values
of this period. The second semantic analysis helps to deeply understand the content and meaning of
phrases and phrases in the source. For example, in Alisher Navoi's work "Mahbub ul-qulub," the semantic
connection between the concepts of "people" and "sultan" serves to illuminate the concept of social
justice. For example, in the "Baburnama," the author's method of narrating his life analyzes how historical
events are consistently illuminated. Through this approach, the flow of thoughts in the text, cause-and-
effect relationships are revealed. The fourth quantitative analysis allows for a deeper study of historical
data using statistical and mathematical methods. These methods are most often used in economic,
demographic, military, or political analyses.

c¢) Through statistical analysis, numerical data related to historical processes (e.g., population size, tax
revenues, war losses) are systematized. For example, it is possible to assess the level of agricultural
production based on the data presented in Turkestan statistical journals maintained by the Russian Empire
in the 19th century.

d) Cluster analysis is the grouping of historical events or sources based on their common characteristics.
For example, the sphere of influence of representatives of Jadid literature is studied by dividing them
into clusters based on their ideological approaches, themes, or styles.

e) Correlation analysis

This method helps to determine the degree of connection between two or more events. For example,
connections in economic life are analyzed by determining the correlation between the construction of
water structures and the development of agriculture in the Middle Ages.

4. Methodological errors in the use of historical sources

In historical research, the correct selection of sources, their consistent analysis, and contextual evaluation
ensure the accuracy and reliability of the scientific work. However, in many cases, researchers make
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various methodological errors. Below we will discuss in detail the most common methodological errors,
their causes and consequences. Firstly: Lack of a critical approach to source selection, i.e., researchers
often accept existing historical sources without deep analysis of their reliability, the author's personal
position, and the context in which the source was created. This leads to incorrect conclusions. For
example, limiting oneself to Persian sources about the activities of Amir Timur leads to a one-sided
approach to events, since their authors are inclined towards the Timurids. The scientific approach requires
a critical analysis of one source by comparing it with another. Secondly: without taking into account the
context, a historical source should always be evaluated in the context of its time, socio-political situation,
and cultural environment. If a researcher analyzes a document or written source in isolation from the
context of its creation period, this leads to incorrect interpretations. For example, disregarding the fact
that the reports of Russian colonial authorities, written at the end of the 19th century, were written as a
means of justifying colonial policy, hinders their objective assessment. Thirdly: Modernization
(anachronism). Applying modern concepts and values to past events leads to their misinterpretation. This
error is called "anachronism." For example, assessing the forms of state governance that existed in ancient
societies according to the criteria of modern democracy or the national state distorts historical truth.
Scientific analysis implies the analysis of each historical event based on the concepts of its time. Fourthly:
Excessive reliance on one type of source means that in historical research, relying only on written sources
or, conversely, only on archaeological findings leads to a one-sided picture. For example, analyzing the
life of medieval cities based solely on inscriptions neglects important information about material culture
and everyday life. Therefore, it is important to comprehensively study various types of source materials
- written, archaeological, oral, iconographic. Fifth:Selection of source data (cherry-picking).It is contrary
to the principles of scientific integrity for a researcher to select only those sources that correspond to his
theory in order to prove it, while ignoring other contradictory facts. This error is called "cherry-picking."
For example, if a historian, having analyzed only documents reflecting the positive aspects of the Soviet
period in the territory of Uzbekistan, remains silent about the repressions and oppression, this is a
misrepresentation of the historical process.

The effective and reliable use of historical sources is not a simple collection of facts, but a complex,
multi-stage, and scientifically based methodological approach. Each source is a historical document with
its own time, author, purpose, and context. Therefore, when analyzing them, the historian must take into
account not only the facts, but also the socio-political, cultural, and ideological factors behind them. The
main task of the researcher is a critical approach to the selection of existing sources, their mutual
comparison, and a comprehensive restoration of historical reality. In this process, modern methodological
approaches, including interdisciplinary research methods (archaeology, sociology, cultural studies,
linguistics, etc.), play an important role. Each branch of science illuminates historical events from
different angles, and this increases the scientific value of research.

Moreover, avoiding methodological errors in historiography is not just a theoretical issue, but a
responsible attitude towards historical truth. Incorrect selection or analysis of sources can mislead not
only scientific conclusions, but also public consciousness. Therefore, a critical and careful approach to
historical sources, a deep study of each fact, and the consistent use of various types of sources are among
the most fundamental principles of historiography. In modern historiography, access to sources through
technologies and digital archives is expanding, opening new horizons for researchers. However, any
technical capabilities yield effective results only when combined with critical thinking, an analytical
approach, and scientific integrity. Ultimately, the success of any historical research directly depends on
the ability to correctly select sources, evaluate them in context, and truthfully interpret historical
processes.
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