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Abstract: The development of oral communication skills is a fundamental component of language
acquisition. Among the elements that contribute to effective spoken discourse, the acquisition and
application of advanced vocabulary play a critical role. This article explores the importance of
sophisticated lexical knowledge in enhancing speaking abilities, identifies common challenges
associated with its use, and outlines evidence-based strategies to facilitate the integration of advanced
vocabulary into spontaneous speech. The findings underscore the correlation between lexical richness
and communicative competence, particularly in academic, professional, and formal contexts. This
article is devoted the importance of advanced vocabulary in speaking, its benefits, challenges, and
strategies for effective usage in English language.
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Introduction.

Language is a powerful tool for communication, and vocabulary is at the heart of it. This is a common
problem among language learners to use proper vocabularies in their speech. While basic vocabulary
helps people express simple thoughts, advanced vocabulary allows speakers to communicate with
precision, depth, and sophistication. In the context of speaking skills, particularly in academic,
professional, and formal settings, the use of advanced vocabulary can greatly enhance clarity, persuasion,
and credibility. Most individuals get cofused whether vocabularies are appropriate or not in their speech
contex.Because nowadays there are tons of materials whether online or paper version which assist
learners to acquire knowledge about their second languages.

Metodology.
The Importance of Advanced Vocabulary in Spoken Communication.

Effective speaking involves more than just forming correct sentences. It’s about expressing complex
ideas clearly, influencing listeners, and leaving a lasting impression. An extensive vocabulary is central
to achieving these goals.

To begin with, a diverse vocabulary allows speakers to express themselves more precisely. For instance,
instead of saying “very tired,” a speaker might use “exhausted” or “drained,” which convey a clearer and
more vivid picture. Using varied and specific terms also helps avoid repetitive phrasing, making the
speech more engaging.Moreover, utilizing high-level vocabulary often reflects a speaker’s educational
background and intellect. In professional or scholarly contexts, such language choices can increase
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credibility and project a more knowledgeable image. It shows that the speaker has a strong command of
the language and is capable of nuanced expression.Additionally, word choice can strongly influence how
persuasive a speaker is. In speeches, discussions, or negotiations, selecting the right terminology can
strengthen arguments and help convince an audience. Terms such as “inevitable,” “substantial,” or
“detrimental” can be powerful tools when used correctly.

Barriers to the Effective Use of Advanced Vocabulary.Despite its communicative benefits, the
practical use of advanced vocabulary in speech is frequently hindered by several linguistic and
psychological barriers, particularly among non-native speakers and developing language learners.One of
the most prominent challenges is linguistic insecurity. Many learners experience apprehension regarding
the accuracy of word usage or pronunciation, which can lead to avoidance behaviors and diminished
fluency during spontaneous speech. This anxiety often impedes the natural integration of advanced
vocabulary into oral communication.Additionally, a discrepancy often exists between passive and active
vocabulary. Learners may comprehend sophisticated words in reading or listening contexts (receptive
vocabulary) but encounter difficulty when attempting to use those words in speaking or writing
(productive vocabulary). This gap can significantly limit fluency and the expressive range of
learners.Pronunciation and stress patterns also pose challenges. Multisyllabic words common in
advanced vocabulary are often prone to mispronunciation, which may lead to miscommunication or a
perceived lack of fluency. Furthermore, the ability to accurately assess contextual appropriateness is
essential; the misuse of formal vocabulary in casual interactions, for example, can lead to awkwardness
or misunderstandings.

Pedagogical Strategies for Acquiring and Utilizing Advanced Vocabulary

Developing the ability to use advanced vocabulary effectively in speech requires intentional practice and
smart learning strategies.

1. Expose Yourself to Rich Language Sources

Regularly engaging with sophisticated content such as news articles, documentaries, public
speeches, TED talks and podcasts can help learners observe how advanced vocabulary is used in natural,
fluent contexts. This exposure reinforces meaning, usage, and pronunciation.

2. Practice Speaking

Frequent speaking practice helps shift vocabulary from recognition to active use. The only way to move
words from passive to active vocabulary is through regular speaking practice. Language learners should
try to use new words in conversations, discussions, or presentations. Recording themselves and reviewing
their speech can also help identify areas for improvement.

3. Use Vocabulary Journals

Keeping a vocabulary journal where learners write new words, their meanings, example sentences, and
synonyms can be very helpful. Reviewing this journal regularly and challenging oneself to use these
words in daily speech strengthens memory and recall.

4. Learn in Context

Instead of memorizing lists of difficult words, it is more effective to learn them in context. For example,
learning the word “meticulous” in the sentence “She is meticulous about her work™ makes it easier to
remember its meaning and usage.

5. Practice with Speaking Prompts

Practicing structured responses to questions on various themes such as technology, environment, or
global issues can help integrate relevant vocabulary. This also prepares learners for real-world situations
such as interviews or presentations.
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Examples of Advanced Vocabulary in Speaking.Let’s compare basic and advanced vocabulary in the
same speaking context to illustrate the impact:

Basic: 1. “I think the government should do something about pollution because it’s really bad for people.”

Advanced: 1. “I strongly believe that the government must implement stricter environmental regulations,
as pollution poses a significant threat to public health.”

In the second version, words like implement, stricter, regulations, poses, and significant threat elevate
the message, making it more persuasive and professional.

Basic: 2. “I think we should fix the problem with the traffic because it’s really bad.”

Advanced:
2. “I firmly believe that the traffic congestion issue must be addressed urgently, as it significantly affects
daily productivity and public well-being.”

In the second version, words like firmly believe, congestion, addressed, urgently, and public well-being
elevate the sentence, making it more impactful and refined.

The Role of Confidence and Naturalness.While advanced vocabulary can greatly enrich spoken
communication, excessive or inappropriate use may impede clarity or hinder natural interaction. Thus, it
is crucial to strike a balance between lexical sophistication and conversational fluency. Language users
should prioritize clarity and contextual appropriateness to ensure that vocabulary use serves the purpose
of communication rather than complexity for its own sake.Confidence plays a vital role in this process.
Learners must engage in consistent practice and seek constructive feedback to build fluency. Participating
in public speaking forums, language clubs, or oral proficiency workshops can contribute to increased
ease, self-assurance, and expressive range.

Conclusion.

To conclude,the strategic use of advanced vocabulary significantly enhances speaking proficiency by
enabling more precise, persuasive, and impactful communication. While learners often encounter
obstacles such as performance anxiety, pronunciation difficulties, and contextual misapplication, these
challenges can be effectively addressed through deliberate practice, increased exposure to authentic
materials, and context-based learning approaches. As lexical proficiency improves, speakers are better
equipped to navigate a variety of communicative settings with confidence and credibility. In an
increasingly globalized and competitive world, mastery of sophisticated vocabulary is not merely an
academic asset, but a critical communicative skill.

References:

1. Baker, S. C., & Westrup, H. (2003). Essential speaking skills: A handbook for English language
teachers. Continuum.

2. Browne, C. (2013). The importance of vocabulary in language learning and how to be taught.
International Journal of Teaching and Education, 1(3), 13-22.
https://doi.org/10.20472/TE.2013.1.3.002

3. Folse, K. S. (2004). Vocabulary myths: Applying second language research to classroom teaching.
University of Michigan Press.

4. Goh, C.C. M., & Burns, A. (2012). Teaching speaking: A holistic approach. Cambridge University
Press.

5. Laufer, B., & Nation, P. (1995). Vocabulary size and use: Lexical richness in L2 written production.
Applied Linguistics, 16(3), 307-322. https://doi.org/10.1093/applin/16.3.307

Spanish Journal of Innovation and Integrity | ISSN 2792-8268 | Volume-41 | Apr -2025 Page: 240



ISSN: 2792-8268

novation and INTEGRITY Volume: 1, Apr- 2025

http://sjii.indexedresearch.org

6. Nation, I. S. P. (2001). Learning vocabulary in another language. Cambridge University Press.

7. Schmitt, N. (2008). Instructed second language vocabulary learning. Language Teaching Research,
12(3), 329-363. https://doi.org/10.1177/1362168808089921

8. Thornbury, S. (2005). How to teach speaking. Pearson Education.
Ur, P. (1996). A course in language teaching: Practice and theory. Cambridge University Press.

10. Y. Kovalenko, “Effective techniques for developing advanced vocabulary skills in English
language,” in Proceedings of the International Scientific Conference of Students, Postgraduates and
Young Scientists at Higher Educational Establishments at the Faculty of Foreign Languages, 2024.

11. R. M. I. Khan, N. R. M. Radzuan, M. Shahbaz, and A. Rafi, “The role of vocabulary knowledge in
speaking development of Saudi EFL learners,” Arab World English Journal, 2018.

12. 1. Akbarian, “Vocabulary development and teaching speaking,” The TESOL Encyclopedia of English
Language Teaching, 2018.

13. M. Afna, “The correlation between vocabulary and speaking skill,” JL3T (Journal of Linguistics,
Literature and Language Teaching), 2018.

14. O. Jambari, R. Khaerina, P. Siswanto, and M. Saleh, “The correlation between students’ vocabulary
mastery and students’ speaking skill,” in 1st Paris Van Java International Seminar on Health,
Economics, Social Science and Humanities (PVJ-ISHESSH 2021), 2021.

15. Shermatova, B., Isoqulovna, S. N., & Ogunode, N. J. (2025). Modern Trends in the Development of
Translation Studies. Spanish Journal of Innovation and Integrity, 41, 15-18.

Spanish Journal of Innovation and Integrity | ISSN 2792-8268 | Volume-41 | Apr -2025 Page: 241



